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OUR FAMILY LIKENESS. 



There is something pleasant about that 
thought — 'A family likeness :' it is fragrant 
with home associations^ and early reminis- 
cences. By many traits, physical, mental, 
moral, it is discovered. Sometimes it is the 
eye or some other prominent featurle of the 
face; or it is the voice, the expression, the 
general air, or even the handwriting, which 
betrays it. By a thousand indescribably 
touches of character it is discerned. Perhaps 
immediately, as from father to son, or mother 
to daughter, or a generation is passed over, 
and the grandson or granddaughter repeats 
the likeness of their progenitor. 
These phenomena appear on a larger scale 
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2 Our Family Likeness. 

in tribes, clans, nations, people, whose com- 
plexion, form, language, habits, tell of a com- 
mon ancestry. How far back such likenesses 
may be deciphered, it were difficult to show ; 
and whether these utterances of brotherhood 
may be heard throughout the whole family of 
man, so that they may clearly distinguish the 
GENUS from all other created families, and 
intelligences, is a question just now much 
canvassed ; about this, bold speculations are 
ventured, strange experiments are made, and 
physical facts are deciphered, rather it should 
seem, with a view to involve the family of 
man in the common herd of animals, than to 
distinguish him from them by origin and 
descent. 

So far as these investigations are directed 
to physical developments, they seem to fall 
outside the ' measure ' of the divine and the 
moralist : we can afford to leave them in the 
hands of the skilful comparative anatomist, 
the philosopher, and the schools of true 
science. 
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Passing from physical to mental resem- 
blances, we again decline the investigation. 
It is possible that the intelligence and instinct 
of animals may approach so near to the 
intellectual power of the human race, that 
those who seek the alliance may claim some 
obscure family resemblance: and they who 
object to fraternise with quadrupeds, or 
birds, or fishes, may find it difficult to define 
clearly and broadly the salient boundaries 
between the instinct of one and the reason of 
the other. 

But there are yet to be portrayed distinct 
features in ' OUR family likeness,' as men 
and women, which widely distinguish us from 
all others ; while they appear to establish an 
unity of origin and a purity of family descent, 
which can hardly be denied, if identity, uni- 
formity, and undeviating resemblances, can es- 
tablish such a fact, — resemblances which find 
JUO approximating likeness out of, and beyond, 
the limits of the human family. 
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Here we escape from physical investiga- 
tion ; the surgeon's knife cannot help us ; 
philosophy may look on ; scientific specula- 
tion may repose while features are examined 
which lie below the surface of material objects. 
Let us, then, forget for a moment the la- 
boured researches of anatomists, the bold 
conjectures of anthropologists, and let us 
search for our family likeness in 'THE HIDDEN 

MAN OF THE HEART.' 

That mysterious thing we call THE HEART 
— the birth-place of feeling and passion, the 
motive-power of action, that which often 
masters reason, mind, knowledge, understand- 
ing, and drags even conscience in 'its leading 
strings.' We will not debate its physical 
character or position. The ancients placed 
it in the bowels, hence the expression, both 
sacred and classical, ' bowels of mercies.' We, 
perhaps, more correctly identify it with that 
palpitating, fluttering, excitable, central organ^ 
which beats in our bosoms ; but wherever this 
mystic power . dwells, it is altogether, and 
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exclusively, a human thing, and, if dissected 
in the moral and religious school of anatomy, 
will be found to represent an exclusive iden- 
tity of the human species which it will be 
impossible either to deny, or to extend to 
any other family of animal or created intelli- 
gence with which we are acquainted. 

Here, then, is ' OUR FAMILY LIKENESS ' — 
THE HUMAN HEART ! And whether we 
examine that heart in its natural state as 
born into the world, or in its renewed con- 
dition as restored to the image of God, we 
shall find something in it which can be found 
nowhere else. 

There are two remarkable witnesses to the 
identity of the human heart, which singularly 
correspond, though there cannot by any pos- 
sibility have been collusion between them. 
One is a Jewish seer of great antiquity, the 
other a Latin orator and Pagan philosopher ; 
the former says, 'that as in water face an- 
swereth to face, so the heart of man to man.'* 

* Prov. xxvii. 19. 
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The latter affirms that * no one thing is so 
like another as man is to man. No person 
is so like himself as each person is to all 
besides/* A strong family likeness this! 

But we must start with some distinct 
dogma touching the nature and moral quali- 
ties of this human heart, or we shall lack 
materials by which we may test its identity. 

There are then two grand distinguishing 
features in the human heart : one is its uni- 
form depravity, the other its capability of 
receiving anew the image and likeness of 
God : — in one condition or in the other, when 
examined, an absolute identity is discover- 
able. All men's hearts in their natural state 
exhibit a family likeness from which there 
is no escape; and when renewed by grace 
the similarity is, if possible, still stronger. 
And there is not in any other existences or 
beings known by us the least resemblance to 
these. 

We must be allowed to borrow our por- 

* Cicero de Legibus, lib. i. 
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traiture of the natural human heart from the 
graphic pages of that wonderful book, whose 
divine origin and authority may be denied 
by some, but whose fidelity of delineation 
of man's nature and character cannot be 
questioned. To this no objection can be 
fairly raised, as we propose to test its truth 
and accuracy by an appeal to well-known 
facts. 

It is related in the early chapters of the 
book of Genesis, that man, created sinless, 
fell from his state of innocency ; and so ra- 
pidly did the first family of Adam apostatise 
from their Maker's image and likeness, that 
God Himself bare witness of them before the 
deluge, and assigned as a reason for that 
judgment, 'that every imagination of the 
thoughts of man's heart was only evil con- 
tinually/* 

The Deluge which well-nigh extirpated the 
race of man, reducing it to eight persons, did 
not alter the condition of his heart : and 

* Gen. vi. 5. 
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the same righteous God assigns this remark- 
able reason for purposes of long-continued 
mercy to the ruined race, ' for the imagination 
of man's heart is evil from his youth — '* from 
infancy; not born innocent and becoming 
corrupt by intercourse with wickedness, but 
indigenously sinful, evil by lineal descent, in- 
heriting without deviation from father to son 
the same evil heart, the sad 'family likeness' 
to the end of time. 

Many similar testimonies are to be found 
in the sacred writings. Long ages had passed 
by when Jeremiah defined the heart in his 
day as 'deceitful above all things and des- 
perately wicked.'t But it was reserved for 
the most meek and loving of men, and the 
most faithful of teachers, even the Founder 
of the Christian religion Himself, to declare 
that the heart is a fountain of evil and the 
source of all wickedness in man. ' For from 
within, out of the heart of man,' said the 
Lord: Jesus Christ, 'proceed evil thoughts, 
* Gen. viii. ai. t Jer. xvii. 9. 
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adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, co- 
vetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, 
an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 
all these evil things come from within, and 
defile the man/* 

It were easy to multiply such testimonies ; 
but these are so definite, so forcible, so com- 
pletely in point, that as far as Holy Scripture 
is concerned the question is settled. But in 
these days, as a smart journalist not usually 
given to exaggerate the authority of the Word 
of God observed, 'In these days we are re- 
quired to believe everything but the Bible,' 
and therefore we must appeal to experience 
and to facts to show that this witness is 
true. 

Now, in this nineteenth century, we possess 
singular advantages, enabling us with some 
certainty to test the truth of these libels on 
the human heart; we have not only man's 
evidence against himself, flowing down to us 
through the long channels of the historic page 

* Mark, vii. 21-23. 
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of thousands of 3rears', but we have in our own 
dajrs, and in the present circumstances of the 
world in general, and of our own country in 
particular, singular opportunities for obtaining 
specimens of the human heart in all lands. 
Man's enterprise is thrusting itself into the 
utmost recesses of the habitable globe. Men, 
impelled by curiosity, or the love of novelty, 
or by the thirst of knowledge, or by the lust 
of gain or of power, or by some of the many 
natural movements of this heart of ours, or 
stirred by higher considerations, by pure 
philanthropy and benevolence, or, higher 
still, by the impulse of Christian principles, 
mourning over the degraded nations of the 
earth, have penetrated into untrodden wastes, 
searched impervious deserts, explored hidden 
continents and the islands of the utmost 
ocean — and what have they discovered } 
Strange discrepancies in the human family! 
in appearance, in language, in physical form- 
ation, in the structure of the animal frame, as 
well as certain marvellous assimilations to the 
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lower animals: in a word, on the one hand, 
such remarkable dissimilarities, that some are 
tempted to think that the diversified races of 
men on the earth could not have had a com- 
mon parent; and, on the other hand, such 
conformation in certain respects with the 
anatomy of the brutes, that the theory has 
been started that man must have one day 
been a brute himself, being gradually de- 
livered from that low and animal condition 
by some mysterious, inherent conditions of 
mental and physical progress. But amidst 
all this confusion of facts, speculations, and 
subtle experiments, the plain and simple 
question recurs. How ABOUT THE HEART? 
Are the same divergencies discovered there ? 
or are the hearts of all these peoples, and 
tongues, and languages, essentially the same 
in their moral and religious qualities ? The 
answer must be one great affirmative — 
They are so ! There is no difference among 
them, whether civilised or savage; whether 
slaves or free ; whether white, black, or copper- 
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coloured ; whether their noses are flattened or 
prominent, their lips thick or fine, their fore- 
heads retiring or abrupt; whether their lan- 
guages are cognate or irreconcilably different, 
however diversified their education, training, 
habits of life, and manners ; — here is the 

FAMILY LIKENESS, the HUMAN HEART IS 

ONE AND THE SAME — everywhere and always 
sinful and alien from the true God. In all 
these endless researches and wonderful dis- 
coveries, there has never yet been found a 
perfectly pure and sinless human heart ! 
Could such a thing be produced, it would be 
as if a perfect fossil man were found in the 
lowest azoic strata of geological research. 
That would destroy the whole superstructure 
of modem geological theory; nor would the 
production of a sinless man be less destructive 
of the whole evidence of Revelation. Pro- 
duce one — one only among the countless and 
diversified myriads of the human race — and 
Infidelity is triumphant ! till then Revelation 
is untouched, unshaken. 
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But it IS not merely the well-established 
truth, verified alike by the testimony of 
friends and foes, that man is everywhere and 
always a sinner, and that the human heart 
is identical in all instances; but much more 
than this is authenticated and established by 
experience beyond the possibility of refu- 
tation. It is not merely true that this is the 
grand stereotyped likeness of the heart of 
man, but also that the diversified features of 
that depravity, are always and everywhere 
the same. 

Man is finite in his wickedness ; man is 
limited in his inclinations and powers of 
wrong-doing. Here there is no real diver- 
gence nor diversity. The same, and only 
the same vices, sins, or even weaknesses and 
foibles, prevail everywhere and always. Man 
is incapable of inventing a new sin. 

The evidence of this is singular, diversified, 
yet uniform. It is not necessary here to 
enumerate, classify, or to define the vain, 
frivolous, or vicious natural propensities of 
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the human heart The inquirer into that 
subject will be surprised to find how few they 
are ! Combination, repetition, and reproduc- 
tion, under the ceaseless changes of man's 
earthly condition, tempt us to conclude that 
the sources of his wickedness are illimitable ; 
but wide -spread as the desolating conse- 
quences of man's corruption may be, the foun- 
tains from which they flow in the human 
heart are very few. They may certainly all 
be comprised in the description of the heart 
of man, as given by our Lord, and already 
quoted.* But be they many or few in num- 
ber, more or less in magnitude, experimental 
morality, if the phrase may be allowed, will 
demonstrate that each and every one of those 
sinful developments of the human heart is 
found in every spot where man exists; not 
in one nation only, but in all; not in one 
country, but in every country. Not all sins 
in every man, but every sin in some men — 
the melancholy, uniform, undeviating ' family 

* Mark, vii. 21-24. 
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likeness' in every one 'born of a woman.* 
Other resemblances may have been effaced, 
physical likeness may have faded away — 
mind, matter, form, colour, utterance — aye, 
if you will from the braying of an ass to the 
eloquence of a Demosthenes, but the weak- 
nesses, the foibles, the vices, the corruptions 
of man's heart, are unchanged and unchange- 
able by any merely natural process. Test 
this assertion as you please, and where you 
please ; the answer will be the same. 

Take the evil products of man's heart col- 
lectively as exhibited in that one word, — 
War ! War, cursed war, is everywhere and 
always the same, concentrating in itself all 
the bad passions of the human heart : there 
are no essential differences in its horrid fea- 
tures ; none between the wars of New Zea- 
land and of Europe. If you say that practical 
Christianity mitigates its horrors, this is no 
credit to War ; its properties are carnage, 
death, plunder, desolation, widowhood, or- 
phanage, misery, suffering, woe! These are 
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War ; the ambu^nce, the sister of mercy, 
the subsequent provision of want, form no 
part of War ! War inflicts the wounds 
which charity heals ; war sheds blood, these 
messengers of mercy staunch it ; but the 
essential properties of war remain unchanged ! 

Yet man is everywhere, and in all ages, 
a fighting animal ; and when left without 
restraint he is ferocious, bloodthirsty, cruel, 
revengeful.* 

And where is the happy land, and where 
are the gentle people, on all the earth, among 
whom war has been unknown ? Men bearing 
the emblems of the Cross and the Crescent, 
have alike made flerce wars : man delights in 

* How fearfully is this illustrated while these pages 
are passing through the press ! Can any history be 
produced of any country at any period, among savages, 
Turks, heathens, or barbarians, ancient or modem, in 
which the horrors of brutalising warfare have been 
more fearfully displayed than in a Christian country 
and at our own doors ? Here is ^ progress^ in a fearful 
sense ! Science, civilisation, art-knowledge, cultiva- 
tion, philosophy, diffused through two of the most 
powerful nations of Europe, and behold the result,— * 
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it ; orators, poets, and painters, choose it as 
their theme. National histories are little else 
than the histories of wars. Alas ! here is one 
sad humiliating * family likeness.' 

Or select any individual lust or passion of 
this human heart, trace its operations in all 
ages and in all lands, and one only sad re- 
sponse is made. Take the love of money, or 
the lust of having and getting. Is it not uni- 
versal ? Is there any difference or exception } 
Doubtless, these several craving appetites are 
more strong in one man than in another ; but 
not a living man or woman is exempt from 
them. See this passion in the squabbles of the 
nursery, before the principles of meunt and 

* Blood, and fire, and smoke !' The severest measures 
of legitimate warfare waged by a foreign, well-governed, 
and, for the most part, a religious nation, are indeed 
tender mercies compared with the atrocities committed 
on both sides in this last fratricidal slaughter. Men, 
women, and children butchering each other ; and the 
heat of conflict over, the cold-blooded execution of 
untried hundreds succeeds. Let the world remember 
that here, as in the civil war of America, it is Repub- 
licans who are butchering Republicans ! 

C 
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tuunt can be understood ; see it in the most 
cultivated and in the most barbarous nations. 
Look at that busy, earnest crowd, which 
throngs the streets of our own metropolis in 
the approaching hours of 'Change ; mark the 
anxious expression, the hurried step, the 
brow of care. What does all this denote? 
A common passion of the human heart. And 
in what respect do these English men of 
business differ from the naked African gather- 
ing cowries on his burning shore ? The pas- 
sion is one, the feature one, the image one : 
it is ' our family likeness.' 

Or choose another and less exceptional 
development of the human heart, — Selfish- 
ness! Men, women, and children may be 
more or less selfish; but all, without excep- 
tion, are selfish. 

Here is a property of the heart of man 
which forms an universal instinct; wherever 
there is a man or a woman, there is a creature 
by nature essentially selfish. Self-love, self- 
complacency, self- admiration, self- interest^ 
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prevail more or less in all men. We need 
not here extend the boundaries of our search 
to distant lands or untutored races — Self is 
the object of universal worship. The passion 
pervades all ranks, classes, professions. The 
halls of science do not escape it ; amidst 
learned savans questions of personal credit 
and vanity are not seldom debated with 
an acrimony plainly betraying the human 
fault. 

This evil pervades the bench, the bar, the 
cloister, the clergy. It escapes in the ex- 
pressions, MY church, MY congregation, MY 
parish, MY schools, MY teachers ! It is my 
everything, and everywhere ; and, as it has 
been truly said, ' appropriation is the charm 
of life,' so the root of that pleasure is pure 
selfishness ! Extend the feeling to your wife, 
your children — your ancestors, to expected 
posterity. Self is the beginning and end of 
all. We are not here discussing the extent, 
the prevalence, or the relative strength of 
these native evil affections of the human 
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heart ; wc are concerned only to prove their 
existence as marks of a common brother- 
hood. A son or daughter of Adam does 
not exist who has not this root of bitterness 
in him or her by nature. 

But select from the foibles and weaknesses 
of our race further examples of uniformity 
and identity in the human heart. Shall we 
venture on those which are supposed to be 
in some sort peculiar to the female character } 
There is the love of admiration^ the delight in 
dress and decoration. Whether justly or not, 
we regard the sex as the special victims of 
fashion, atid the accredited students of the 
graceful, the beautiful, the attractive in the 
toilette. Here again we have an universality 
of illustration. The Jewish prophet describes 
a lady's wardrobe in his day, and the bearing 
and appearance of the fashionable daughters 
of Zion. He speaks of 'the bravery of their 
tinkling ornaments about their feet, their 
cauls, and their round tires like the moon, 
the chains^ and bracelets, and mufflers, bon- 
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nets, ornaments of the legs, head-bands, 
tablets, earrings, nose-jewels,'* and many 
other kinds of dress and decoration ; he pic- 
tures their gait and affected air in walking — 
'haughty, with outstretched necks, walking 
and mincing as they go, and making a tink- 
ling with their feet,' &c. These were the 
fashions in Jerusalem, a rich and cultivated 
city, in the year 758 B.C. Do they essentially 
differ from the fashions of England in the 
year 1871 A.C. ? or some 2600 years subse- 
quently? The extravagances of fashion, 
denoting the family likeness of female vanity, 
seem wonderfully identical. And as to the 
principle in question, the common fault and 
failing of the human heart, in what do these 
ancient ladies of Jerusalem, or these modern 
ones of England, differ from the Indian squaw, 
who covers her dark and oily skin with fish- 
bones and gaudy, trumpery beads and stones ? 
The passion is one, the genus one ; the varie- 
ties are not diversities of species, but rather of 

* Isa. iii. 16-24. 
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external circumstances, expressive of civil- 
ised or savage life. 

Other and more lamentable developments 
of this human heart might be exposed. That 
great social evil might be brought to light; 
that LUST hidden deep in the heart, but 
breaking forth in all ages, nations, and 
countries, and in all circumstances, corrupt- 
ing, degrading, and poisoning domestic life. 
How widely its desolating influences prevail 
is known to too many. Neither missionaries 
nor travellers, nor any who tarry in heathen 
lands, dare give a faithful description of the 
horrors of this depraving passion in such 
countries. But we speak not of the fruits, %o 
much as of the roots, the seeds, the springs 
of these wretched dispositions in the human 
heart. The secondary influences of religious 
and moral education, and the purifying ten- 
dencies of prevalent Christianity, not only 
restrain the wicked, but hide from many 
the evil which lies deep in their own hearts ; 
and forbid it that we should awaken the 
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monster, or draw aside the veil which con- 
ceals his deformities. Few will contend with 
us here, or deny the existence of this evil 
passion in every human heart — a direful 
feature in the fallen family. And what the 
classic poet has said of death may be said of 
this vice, — 

' Pallida . . • aequo pulsat pede, 
Pauperum tabernas, 
Regumque turres.' — HORAT. Od, lib. i. 4. 

But let us cease from this painful task. 
Volumes of unrefutable evidence from all 
history, and from all experience, might be 
written to establish the deplorable truth that 
the evil tendency of our natural heart is 
universal. And that no feature of man's out- 
ward form, no construction of his body, no 
character of his intellectual powers, can be 
selected so unexceptional as this to prove 
the universal likeness of the family. 

But we gladly turn to another and more 
pleasing view of our subject, equally prolific 
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in evidence of the oneness of man's race and 
family, but displaying it no longer under the 
dark shadows of the fall, but in the holy^ 
happy, Divine light of the restoration of man's 
nature — the human HEART RESTORED to 

THE IMAGE OF GOD. 

But it is possible that those who 3eek to 
degrade our race, both in its origin and de- 
scent, by affiancing it to the 'beasts that 
perish,* may plausibly argue that some of 
the phases of man's evil heart which we have 
described, or like ones, may be traced among 
the animals ; and that if we have made some 
advance in proving a wonderful complicity of 
evil in the human race — a frightful family 
likeness of sin — this may not be so peculiar 
to man's family as distinctly to prove its ex- 
clusive unity in itself, or to separate it from 
all others. But we now arrive at something 
which forms an impassable barrier between 
our family and all other families with whom 
we are acquainted in heaven, earth, or hell — 
the other grand, distinguishing characteristic 
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of the human heart ; namely, its capability of 
restoration to the image of God. The holy 
angels need no such change; they have no 
affinity with man's fallen heart. The fallen 
angels may resemble us, or we may resemble 
them, in some features of evil ; but we know 
of no restoration for them. Here man's heart 
stands out prominently in creation as a thing 
sui generis ; bom naturally and indigenously 
wicked, yet capable of a holy, happy change. 
Though God's image has been effaced, it can 
be, and is, restored ; and the oneness and 
identity of this great change in all lands, 
among all nations, in every stage of barbarism 
or cultivation, and the uniform symptoms, 
evidences and effects which follow, without 
the slightest deviation, unaffected by time, 
by circumstances, by national peculiarities, 
together form a chain of evidence to the 
oneness of our family, to its exclusive sepa- 
ration from all other families, as cannot 
be produced respecting any other subject 
whatever. 
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'The family likeness' of the re- 
deemed AND SAVED OF THE HUMAN RACE. 

As we took the diagnosis of the evil heart 
of man from the Holy Scriptures, so we will 
take the diagnosis of the renewed heart from 
the same source ; and then test its accuracy, 
as before, from acknowledged facts. 

No evangelic pen could have defined it 
more distinctly and accurately than that of 
the Prophet Ezekiel;* who represents the 
Lord as saying, 'And I will give them ONE 
heart, and I will put a new spirit within you ; 
and I will take the stony heart out of their 
flesh, and will give them a heart of flesh/ 
And again : ' A new heart also will I give you, 
and a new spirit will I put within you, &c' 
Where we notice that the NEW heart is ONE 
heart — one and the same everywhere, and 
always. 

This is that transformation, or new moral 
creation of man, which always existed and 

* Ezek. xi. 19; xxxvi. 25-27. 
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was continuous^ though not hereditary, in the 
family of God, from the beginning of the 
world, but has been more clearly developed 
and more widely illustrated in the evangelical 
period. The Founder of our religion pro- 
pounded the necessity of this change in one 
of His earliest addresses — ' Except a man be 
bom again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.' This became the key-note of the har- 
mony of the Gospel ; the key-stone in the 
arch of mercy. As a doctrine and as a fact, 
it is worked out in the historical pages of the 
Acts of the Apostles, and in their more doc- 
trinal Epistles. It is a new creation — * If any 
man be in Christ he is a new creature,* or 
creation. ' Created anew in Christ Jesus,' &c. 
God's likeness is restored, the holy image so 
long effaced is renewed, and we are conformed 
to the image of Christ Hence 'the fruits 
of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ ;' 
hence ' the fruits of the Spirit,' produced in 
a heart which before produced only the fruits 
of the flesh. 
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But it forms no part of our present purpose 
to define the characteristics of conversion, 
but rather to show that when conversion has 
taken place, when that old heart is made 
new, the phenomena which result are uniform 
and exclusive. That* as of the old heart, so 
of the new, there arises an indisputable and 
unquestionable 'family likeness ;* the likeness 
of the family of God. 

The transition from the one state to the 
other exhibits features of universal likeness. 
There is awakened deep sorrow for sin, and 
honest confession to God. ' The heart knows 
its own bitterness :' the recollections of the 
past burden it ; the fear of the future terrifies 
it. There is a longing desire for pardon, 
reconciliation, and the favour of God. These 
emotions may be expressed differently in 
different persons, but the affection of the 
heart is uniform. How wonderfully is this 
illustrated in the penitential psalms of David ! 
Here is a foreigner — a stranger, of another 
tongue, of a distant land, separated from us 
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by thousands of years ; yet, when the peni- 
tent believer reads his words, they appear to 
him as his own, as the very echoes of his own 
sad heart : nay, he could not have expressed 
his own feelings, in his own words, half as well 
as this Jew has done. And this is no solitary 
instance ; it is the verification of every human 
heart which has been taught to mourn over 
its sins. That heart may be found in strange 
exterior forms, in every country, in every 
clime where Christ is preached ; among cruel 
savages or untutored barbarians; in the 
palaces of European refinement, in the huts 
and wigwams of the Africans or North Ameri- 
can Indians ; it matters not where you make 
the search, we can produce the family likeness 
— the penitent, broken, and contrite heart is 
there. This is the first feature in the univer-i 
sal likeness of the new heart, and there is not 
a shade of difference between one heart and 
another. What one feels all feel ; what one 
craves all crave : their fears, their hopes, their 
cries for mercy are one. Thousands of ex- 
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amples of this condition of the human heart 
can be adduced from every country and clime 
where the foot of the missionary has trod. 

And now another feature is discernible. 
' Christ is lifted up !' The Messengers of the 
Gospel of peace tell of His love to sinners ; 
they 'speak peace by Jesus Christ:' in the 
midst of this family of mourners they tell 
of mercy, forgiveness, acceptance with God, 
through the finished work of the great atone- 
ment. The new and living way to God is 
opened, and in tenderest accents they invite 
sinners to believe and live. The gospel in all 
its fulness and richness is proclaimed. 

And this is done under circumstances 
as widely different as possible, and among 
people as unlike each other as any of the 
human race can be. We are not speaking 
hypothetically ; we are adducing facts which 
can be easily verified or disproved. We 
gather our samples from the four quarters of 
the world, from every nation under the sun ; 
and we declare that in one and all the effects 
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are uniform, identical. The New Zealand 
savage who scorned to weep, nor ever had 
been disgraced by shedding tears, yields to 
the influence of Divine love ; his head of iron 
and his brow of brass are bowed down; his 
human, though savage heart acknowledges 
the Divine power of grace ; he ' smites upon 
his breast and cries, God be merciful to me 
a sinner!* What more z^.nyou do, what more 
can / do ? There is not a labourer in the 
field of missions, nor a godly pastor whose 
toils are confined to his native land, who 
will not attest to the same effects following 
the same causes. There is hardly a tongue 
or a language under the whole heaven where 
the gospel is not now preached, and there 
is not one such spot where the same results 
do not follow. 

An objector may here assert, ' Your facts 
are incomplete and insufficient, because, if 
your position be trud, all human hearts ought 
to yield to the influence of these mysterious 
doctrines which you affirm to be of universal 
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efficacy, and you cannot venture to assert this 
to be the case ; on the contrary, it is obvious 
that some ministers and missionaries labour 
and preach with equal fervour and eloquence, 
and few, if any, such effects follow.' This 
objection would be formidable if it did not 
involve a mistake respecting our origplnal po- 
sition ; which was, not that every one of the 
universal bad hearts of mankind must yield, 
and could not but yield, to this transforming 
influence of God's truth, but that it was 
CAPABLE of doing so : that there was a capa- 
city in man's heart, however depraved, to be 
restored to God's image — a capacity which 
exists in no other fallen being: that when 
that power is acted upon by Divine grace, 
and the old heart is exchanged for a new one, 
then, and not till then, the likeness of the 
renewed and holy family appears; and that 
it appears in lines so strong, so deep, so 
distinctive, that there can be neither doubt 
nor mistake about it, * Brothers and sisters 
in Christ Jesus,' ' sons and daughters of th^ 
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Lord Almighty/ have family features so 
strikingly different from all others, and so 
strongly resembling each other, that the con- 
viction of a common origin and descent is 
forced upon the mind of the beholder. Let 
the ordinary spectator, and the curious in- 
quirer for physical likenesses and dissimi- 
larities in man, candidly consider these ; al- 
though they are for the most part of a moral 
and a spiritual character, and the materialist 
may therefore be disposed to despise or 
ridicule them, still they are phenomena not 
to be rejected by an honest mind. 

Here, then, are the facts: that owing to 
the proclamation of the same converting 
truths in all lands — not, observe, truths con- 
fined to the narrow lines or framework of 
any particular Christian Church, but common 
to all denominations of Christendom, who 

give God's Word and Christ's Gospel 

their due prominence and pre-eminence — cer- 
tain uniform effects follow always, and every- 
where ; not always in the same number and 

D 
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proportion, but always in the same nature 
and character. 

This Gospel is preached in hundreds of 
places by all the various denominations of 
Protestant Christendom, as well as by our 
own faithful Church, and one and all of them 
can produce evidences of the same results : 
heathens of every variety, Mohammedans, Jews, 
Pagans, Infidels, have yielded to the same 
influence ; they have abandoned their national 
religions by thousands ; more than half a 
million of foreign idolaters and heathens have 
submitted to Christian baptism at our hands, 
and of these the vast majority yield before 
God and man those uniform effects of true 
conversion which are required by the Bible 
as evidences of conversion ; and these fruits, 
evidences, and practical results, are every- 
where aud always the same. Here is a com- 
munity — a brotherhood — a sacred family — 
gathered out of all those miscellaneous divi- 
sions and sub-divisions of the human race 
which philosophers study and describe. They 
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are total strangers to each other, ignorant of 
each other's language— in many instances 
separated as far as possible from each other 
in every other respect ; but in regard to this 
one thing there is a perfect indissoluble union, 
identity, and family likeness : they all possess 

this ' NEW HEART ' — this ' ONE HEART.' 

Hence it is that their spiritual discipline, 
their moral conflicts, trials, temptations, 
doubts, fears, joys, sorrows, are absolutely 
the same. There is no difference in this 
respect between a Christian of one country 
or another. ' There hath no temptation hap- 
pened to them but such as is common to man/ 
The poor Negro, the Hindoo, the New Zea- 
lander, the Indian, the dwellers in the islands of 
the utmost seas, find a positive unity, identity, 
and perfect sympathy one with the other, in 
all the fluctuations and feelings of the new 
spiritual life which is in them ; and every 
child of God in this country responds to the 
feeling, and sets his seal to its identity. 

And further, the same fruits of holiness 



36 Our Family L ikeness. 

appear and abound in every Christian convert 
throughout the world. There is no beauty of 
holiness, no odour of sanctity, no purity of 
heart and life, which is found in Christians here 
at home, which may not be found perhaps in 
richer abundance among the simple children 
of the desert and the wild, who have been 
touched by Divine grace. In this respect the 
products of the Lord's spiritual ' Garden,' 
which He has ' enclosed * from all lands, excel 
in richness and beauty those of the natural 
world. Those do not flourish everywhere; flow- 
ers, and fruits, and trees, have their appointed 
latitudes, where alone they can live and fruc- 
tify. Transplant them to climes uncongenial 
to their nature, and they droop and die ; but 
the spiritual flowers and fruits of grace, 
flourish and grow to perfection in all climates 
alike. No degrees of latitude affect them. 
*The fruits of the Spirit, love, joy, peace, 
long - suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance,' appear and abound in 
our African, Indian, and American Churches, 
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as much or more than in our home congrega- 
tions. In self-denying labours for the good 
of others ; in patient endurance of persecu- 
tions even unto death; in the bright and 
assured hope of a glorious immortality ; in 
calm and happy departures to that better 
land ; in everything that is good, true, virtu- 
ous, honourable, these children of Paganism, 
when converted to God, often from among 
the most wild, wicked, and barbarous nations, 
are unsurpassed by European or by any other 
Christians. The natural heart of man re- 
newed by grace presents the same features 
of likeness in all lands, and amidst all peoples 
and languages upon earth. Here, again, is 

our 'FAMILY LIKENESS.' 

Nor must we fail to notice that in this the 
human family stands quite alone ; ' face 
answering to face, and heart to heart.* To 
none other of God's creatures in the whole 
earth can you communicate this tale of re- 
deeming love ; and among no others is there 
any approximation to these results. Here is 
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a great gulf — here is a broad barrier between 
man and beast Here are no doubtful lines 
of distinction, no approximating similarities. 
Their bodies may, or may not, possess 
affinities; their principle of life may have 
a resemblance, although the old Book says 
that 'the spirit of man goeth upward, and 
the spirit of the beast goeth downward to 
the earth :'• but in whatever they may agree, 
in this they are totally dissimilar. By no 
means with which man is acquainted can he 
communicate to a brute the faintest idea of a 
Supreme Being, much less of the love of 
God as revealed in Christ His dear Son. 
Until natural philosophers or materialists can 
produce a congregation of animals, or a single 
animal capable in the least degree of com- 
prehending the truths of revelation, we must 
utterly reject all animal brotherhood; we 
must deny the existence of any family like- 
ness, either to our fallen heart with its capa- 
bility of renovation, or to our renewed heart 

♦ Eccles. iv, 21. 
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when made ' partakers of the nature of God.' 
Strange indeed it is, that while heathen poets 
had the sense to trace man's pedigree to God 
— 'as certain of your own poets say, for we 
are also His offspring,' — men called Christ- 
ians, and in this advanced and enlightened 
age, should strive to trace our pedigree *to 
the beasts that perish !' The only approach 
to such an affiance of which we read in God's 
faithful word is that where an Apostle de- 
nounces the wicked and the blasphemers ' as 
natural brute beasts, made to be taken and 
destroyed.' Words of direful import, and 
which we would neither write nor utter if 
they were not found among the words 'of 
Him who cannot lie!' Forbid it, Lord, that 
we should be affianced to these! 

But these pages are intended chiefly for the 
eye of those who reverence the Holy Scrip- 
tures as the revealed word of God. Having, 
therefore, pursued our search with respect to 
the heart of man, as a distinctive characteristic 
of his genus and species, and having found it 



1 
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by experience and fact everywhere and always 
the same, let us turn for awhile to the evi- 
dence of Revelation, and see whether in the 
story of man's creation, and his subsequent 
history, the oneness and identity of his race 
are there authenticated. 

It cannot surprise us that a teacher of 
the popular modem Materialism should desire 
to ignore the early chapters of our good old 
Bible, and would, if possible, take them out 
of the hands of our school children ; for, unless 
these narratives are proved to be a myth, a 
Jewish fable, or some antiquated legend, the 
very foundation of all the speculative natural 
philosophy of the present day is at once 
removed. 

Instead of the origin of mankind being a 
* Protoplasm,' and his descent a continuous 
exercise of 'NATURAL selection,' this old 
Book teaches the glorious truth, which has 
been said or sung in the churches of the saints 
for 3000 years, — * He,' GOD, 'hath made us, 
and not we ourselves ! ' 
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Mark the clearly revealed order of creation 
according to Moses, or, rather, according to 
'every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God/ First, there is chaos, then 
light, then order ; then the land is separated 
from the water — the fair surface of the earth 
is unveiled, it is warmed and nourished by the 
glorious sun, and cheered by the moon 'walk- 
ing in her brightness : ' but the stillness of 
irianimate nature is there — nothing lives, nor 
breathes, nor moves ! But at God's word the 
waters teem with life, multitudes of birds wing 
their way through the new air, and then the 
earth — parent of all beasts and creeping things 
— ^at God's word is peopled. 

And here is a great crisis and period in the 
work ; a vast, essential, normal change in the 
mode of creation occurs : animated nature at 
the call of God bursts forth of itself, partaking 
only of the nature and likeness of the earthy 
matter from which it sprang. But now the 
Almighty utters the new and wondrous words, 
' Let US make MAN in OuR Image after Our 
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Likeness ! ' No such impress, no such like- 
ness, had yet been stamped on any living 
creature; no such image and superscription 
on its brow. Here a new being is to be called 
into existence, who shall stand alone in the 
whole universe ! There were already spiritual 
existences, holy angels, on whose sinless coun- 
tenances was reflected the image of God ; but 
now there shall be a new creation, a distinct 
order of beings, with whom none other shall 
have affinity or kin, connected with earth by 
a handful of dust, affianced to God by the 
impregnation of the Divine nature. No material 
image of God then existed ; to no form or 
fashion of being sprung from earth had been 
imparted the very likness and nature of Deity 
— ^the great fact, the new idea, flashing with 
its strange tidings through heaven, and earth, 
and hell. Here is MAN I What is he? 
Whence comes he ? From earth, or from 
heaven } From BOTH ! ' So God created 
man in His own image, in the image of God 
created He him, male and female created He 
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them.' 'And the Lord God formed man of 
the dust of the ground '* — there was his link 
with earth—' and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life, and man became a living 
soul ! 't There was the affinity with God ! 
And lest this testimony should be doubted or 
misunderstood it is repeated, — 'This is the 
book of the generations of Adam. In the day 
that God created man, in the likeness of God 
created He him : male and female created He 
them, and blessed them, and called their name 
Adam.'J The name of the man and of the 
woman as of ONE — one paternity and mater- 
nity, as an impersonated ' corporation sole ' — 
the two in one of the whole human race. 
' And they twain shall be ONE FLESH.'§ And 
to substantiate this as a real and faithful his- 
tory of the origin of man, and the foundation 
of his race, our blessed Lord, 4000 years after- 
wards, confirms this history as a plain, un- 
doubted, and received fact. Discoursing upon 

♦ Gen. i. 26-28. t Gen. ii. 7. 

X Gen. V. I, 2. S Gen. ii. 24. 
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the holiness of marriage — ^the original decree 
that a man should have only one wife, ' He 
answered and said to them, Have ye not 
read ' — ^where ? in God's eternal word ! — 'that 
He which MADE them at the beginning, made 
them male and female?' A more direct, 
forcible, and authoritative confirmation of the 
story of the Creation, from the lips of the 
infallible Christ, could not be uttered. The 
testimony is incidental too, and therefore the 
more striking. No honest mind can read this 
record of the word of Christ without coming 
to one of these conclusions, — either that the 
narrative of creation is genuine and authentic, 
and established by the Founder of Christianity ; 
or, if untrue, that the Lord Jesus Christ either 
substantiated a falsehood, or was Himself an 
ignorant and benighted Jew, led away by the 
Mosaic imposture ! 

At all events, it must be acknowledged 
that this Mosaic account of creation, apart 
from its innate and Divine authority, is the 
most grand, sublime, elevating, ennobling con- 
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ception of man's origin which the world 
has ever received. Place it beside the high- 
sounding words of modern science, 'falsely 
so called/ the earthly and fanciful dreams 
respecting self-creating and impulsive sense- 
less matter, and they sink into the gulf 
of childish fables, along with the fictions of 
Eastern and Western Pagan antiquity. All 
that is noble in conception, all that is grand 
in description, all that men in general ad- 
mire and celebrate, is ranged on the side 
of Divine truth and revelation. Strange per- 
versity of men not wanting in power of 
intellect, who credulously believe the most 
improbable conjectures, based on the most 
imperfect experiments, rather than bow to the 
word of the living God ! 

But to return to the Scripture story, — 

' In the likeness of god made he him.' 

Here is our family likeness at the beginning. 
The features of Deity, the very image of 
God! 
And now occurs a fatal blot on our es- 
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cutcheon, a breach upon our heavenly origin 
— the inheritance is attainted : this high, this 
holy, heavenly ims^e is effaced. For the 
history of man's fall and loss of God's favour 
and likeness we are indebted to the same 
divine book. Our father, and representative 
head of our family, fell ; another and a 
fearful image was stamped upon his brow : 
Satan's dark hand passes over him, and he 
is branded as a rebel, banished from his 
paradise, and driven forth into a world which 
is cursed for his sake — but not without hope 
or remedy. This fearful change is vividly 
described in one of those passs^es which 
record at once our family glory and our 
family disgrace. Whereas it had just been 
said, * In the likeness of God made He him,' 
the fall of man and his expulsion from Para- 
dise having intervened, it is emphatically 
added, — 'And Adam lived 130 years, and 
begat a son in his own likeness, after 
his IMAGE :' no longer in the lost image of 
God, but in his own fallen likeness ; a like- 
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ness whose image and superscription we have 
already traced out, possessing family features 
of evil which 6000 years or 6oo,ocx> years 
have failed to modify or efface. 

It remains that we prove from Holy Scrip- 
ture, by an unbroken chain, our descent from 
this man and woman, now sinners, and re- 
producing only sinners unto the end of time. 
It may safely be asserted that through all 
the pages of Holy Writ, composed during a 
succession of long centuries, and by men of 
most different types of thought and convic- 
tion, not the slightest suggestion can be traced 
of any second, much less of divers sources 
of the family of man. On the contrary, the 
unity of his origin and descent is everywhere 
assumed and taken for granted. Every pro- 
mise, every warning, every prophecy, is based 
on this assumption : remove it, even question 
it, and the whole superstructure of revelation 
is reduced to ruins. 

Plain and distinct historical evidence, cor- 
roborated by incidental references frequently 
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found in the word of God, confirm this great 
truth. We have seen how our first parents 
fell ; we have already traced the rapid de- 
generation of their oflTspring, which involved 
them in the judgment of the deluge. Then 
Adam's race was reduced to eight persons, 
and that this little family formed the nucleus 
and sole origin of all the men and women 
who have since lived on the earth is posi- 
tively declared : ' These are the three sons 
of Noah, and of them was the whole earth 
overspread.'* Still more in detail, after an 
enumeration of subsequent descendants of 
Noah, we read, ' These are the families of the 
sons of Noah, after their generations, in their 
nations ; and by these were the nations divided 
in the earth after the flood.'f 

Another great epoch in the history of our 
family is next recorded, the building of Babel 
and the confusion of tongues ; which is repre- 
sented as a combined attempt of the then 
united human race called *the children of 

♦ Gen. ix. 19. t Gen. x. 32. 
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men/ And the Lord said, *The people is 
ONE, and they have all one language' — God's 
own testimony to the oneness of the race and 
of their language at that period. Their dis- 
persion by means of the confusion of tongues, 
or the involuntary creation of different lan- 
guages, is the sentence pronounced on the re- 
bellious family : ' and from thence did the Lord 
scatter them abroad upon the face of all the 
earth.** Leaving the impression upon every 
reader's mind that all the families of the 
earth derived their origin thus from a com- 
mon source, and that the diversity of tongues, 
or different languages of mankind, were special 
creations of God — not necessarily cognate 
languages, nor necessarily in any way con- 
nected with the original language — more 
probably quite strange and different, since 
the change was effected for the express pur- 
pose that they might not be able to under- 
stand one another. 

Whether true or false, fact or fiction, no- 

* Gen. xi. 8, 9. 

E 
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thing can be more clear than these positive 
historic records. And all incidental notices 
in the subsequent pages of Scripture, which 
might be easily multiplied, assume these great 
events as admitted, hereditary, unquestioned 
verities, touching the origin and descent of 
man. 

Thus Moses in noble language exclaims : 
' Remember the days of old, consider the 
years of many generations: ask thy father, 
and he will show thee ; thy elders, and they 
will tell thee. When the MOST HiGH divided 
to the nations their inheritance, when he 
separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds 
of the people according to the number of the 
children of Israel.'* Recognising the peoples 
and nations beyond the lines of Israel and 
Judah, and ALL as ' the sons of Adam/ 

Some 2000 years have rolled by, when a 
Christian orator, reasoning with philosophers 
and scientific men of the Augustan age, pours 
forth eloquent and sublime truth, in language 

* Deut. xxxii. 7, 8. 
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of so much similarity to that of Moses, that, 
notwithstanding intervening centuries and 
divers tongues, the pious will recognise the 
inspiration of the same Divine Author : — 

* God that made the world and all things 
therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and 
earth, dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands; neither is worshipped with men's hands, 
seeing that he giveth to all life and breath 
and all things/* 

Great and glorious God! we worship and 
adore Thee, our great Creator; who by a 
word didst call us into being, and dost sustain 
and uphold all things by Thy mighty power, 

* who art before all things, and by whom all 
things do consist,' save us from Pantheism 
and Atheism, and every form and shape of 
infidelity, for Thy dear Son's sake ! 

And what does this holy and inspired 
Apostle declare of this our God ? That ' He 
hath made of ONE BLOOD all nations of men 
for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and 

* Acts, xvii. 24-26. 
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hath determined the times before appointed, 
and the bounds of their habitation/ No pro- 
position can be more definite, distinct, final. 
The phrase ' ONE blood,' as defined by our 
lexicographers, is used alike in sacred and pro- 
fane writers for one family, one seed, one 
source, parentage, origin ; for one line of un- 
broken descent. The consanguinity of all na- 
tions of men that dwell on all the earth is here 
affirmed ; they are of one blood, of one nature, 
of one descent : and this is proclaimed with 
all authority by the greatest, the most learned 
and talented of the holy Apostles, when ad- 
dressing the educated, polished, and scientific 
Pagans at Athens; and there is no honest 
escape from the declaration but such as 
strikes at the root of all Divine authority 
and revelation. 

The profound importance of the fact here 
established does not lie on the surface of 
the subject ; but upon the truth or falsity of 
this statement the whole sum and substance 
of Christianity itself depends. If there be any 
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question respecting the blood, origin, and 
flesh of man, — if he be not of one exclusive 
race — if there be any flaw in his descent, 
any disturbance in his hereditary nature, any 
suspicion, or break, or interruption of the line 
that binds him to his first father Adam ; then 
the question is anxiously asked. What nature 
did the Son of God assume when He became 
incarnate ? What flesh when He took the 
manhood into God ? To the Socinian or 
Unitarian, or to any persons who hold kindred 
views — to all, in fact, who deny the true God- 
head and manhood of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and His atonement for sin, this question will 
appear trivial and unimportant; but to the 
great bulk of entire Christendom it will present 
an insuperable obstacle to the reception of 
any of these modern speculations respecting 
the origin of man : they strike at the root of 
what we consider the very soul and foundation 
of the Gospel system. If there be any doubt 
respecting the Scriptural account of the one 
blood, the one flesh, the one ancestry and 
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descent of the human race, then must there 
be the same doubt and uncertainty respecting 
the origin, nature, and descent of the body 
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ If the 
blood of man's family is crossed by that of 
the animals ; if the seed of Adam is not pure ; 
if, instead of springing from the hand, and 
word, and breath of God, he has had his origin 
according to the conceits of speculative Ra- 
tionalists, then, — then, — but we dare not fill 
up the attainder that lies against the body 
and blood of the Son of God! 

Nothing can be more certain than that the 
holy Scriptures identify the human nature 
of our Lord with that of Adam ; the reality 
of Christ's manhood. His brotherhood with 
us, is distinctly revealed and elaborately ar- 
gued by the sacred penmen. How He loved to 
call Himself 'the Son of Man !' Of what man? 
Of some creature originally a brute ? or of some 
half-alive and half-dead senseless organism ? 
God, forgive the impiety of such a suggestion ! 
The Son of Man, whose earthly pedigree is 
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actually traced up to and down from Adam 
himself; in direct genealogical tables (' which 
was the son of Enos, which was the son of 
Seth, which was the son of Adam, which was 
the son of God/*) was 'born of a woman' — 
the Word was made flesh.* What flesh ? Let 
the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
reply : ' Forasmuch then as the children are 
partakers of FLESH and BLOOD, he also him- 
self took part of THE SAME .... For verily 
he took not on him the nature of angels, 
but he took on him the SEED OF ABRAHAM. 
Wherefore in all things it behoved him to 
be made like unto his BRETHREN 'f . . . . 
What wa$ this but the ' seed of the woman,' 
predicted from the beginning.^' 'Thy seed, 
even Christ.' ' David's son and David's 
Lord :' his son by lineal descent ; his Lord, 
because He was Jehovah Incarnate. 

The Divine nature thus mysteriously united 
with the flesh of Adam, constituted that 
Christ whose * precious blood hath taken 

* Luke, iii. 23-38. t Heb. ii. 14-16. 
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away the sin of the world/ Oh ! cin we 
be sufficiently jealous of the purity and sin- 
lessness, both Divine and human, of that 
precious blood — 'the blood of the covenant/ 
' the blood of atonement ?' 

And mark how this bloodshedding is distin- 
guished from the shedding of the blood of 
animals. That flowed in torrents, on Jewish 
altars, and by imitation and tradition on 
Pagan altars $ilso ; but it is clearly argued 
that such blood was of no avail in itself to 
take away sin : * for it is not possible that 
the blood of bulls and of goats should take 
away sins/ because that blood was neither 
human nor Divine : therefore He offers ' His 
own body' (v. lo). * Neither by the blood of 
goats and calves, but by his OWN BLOOD 
he entered in' (v. 12). So that we, His bre- 
thren of the same flesh and blood as Himself, 
' have boldness to enter into the holiest by 

the BLOOD OF JESUS/ 

This priceless blood, though traced through 
the veins of Adam * according to the flesh,' is 
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the one great theme of the Gospel : * without 
shedding of this blood there is no remission 
of sins 'y by faith in its efficacy all manner 
of sin is forgiven. ' The sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus;* that 'which cleanseth from 
all sin/ that 'which the spirits of just men 
made perfect in heaven celebrate;* *who 
hast redeemed us unto God by Thy blood;' 
* though far off, we are brought nigh by the 
blood of Christ;' wherewith He 'has pur- 
chased His Church/ and 'redeemed us from all 
iniquity* — that precious blood of the Second 
Adam, which is clearly identified with that 
of the first, can we tolerate the suggestion, 
or suffer for a moment the insinuation, that 
that holy blood had once flowed in the veins 
of * a mere beast that perishes,* or had been 
only gradually itself cleansed from the vile and 
degrading connexion ? Yet this impious con- 
clusion is absolutely logically unavoidable, if 
the vain imaginations of modern theorists are 
for a moment entertained. Such men appear 
to approach very near to the sin of those 
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who are described by the Apostle, 'who 

have trodden under foot the blood of the 

« 

covenant/ 'and have done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace.' 

Forcibly corroborative of these great truths 
is the sublime argument of the holy Apostle 
in I Cor. xv., touching the resurrection of the 
dead. He establishes that great revealed 
truth by unity of origin, by headship, and 
direct descent. He places before us two 
originators, each of a race, the heads severally 
of two families ; the first man and the Second ; 
the first Adam and the Second, V. 47 — ' The 
first man is of the earth, earthy :' of his 
earthy nature all his descendants partake ; he 
sinned and died, and therefore they are bom 
sinners and die. *IN Adam all die :' that is, 
all who are in Adam, who receive his seed, 
and his blood and flesh, DIE! 'Death 
passeth upon all men, for that all have 
sinned ;'* both hereditary and actual sin 
betray their family likeness, and all the 

* Rom. V. 12. 
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members of that family partake of the family 
portion- — DEATH ! On the other hand, there 
is another headship, the Second Adam, ' the 
Lord from heaven :' as in that first Adam 
all die, so in that Second Adam all, that is, 
all who are in Him by covenant and grace, 
all who are united to Him by faith, being 
adopted into His family by a spiritual new 
birth — LIVE ! The blessing and the curse 
alike depend on the unity of origin and the 
unbroken, the lineal descent; if any beings, 
considered as men or women, are or can be 
proved to have another origin or descent 
than from Adam, the entail of character 
and curse is cut off; if any man be not 
united to the federal Head, even Christ, he 
too is cut off from the blessing entailed on 
that family. In either case the whole turns 
on unbroken lineage and descent. And hence 
it follows of necessity, that if it could be 
proved by physical science, or search, that 
there were more Adams than one, or no 
Adam at all — that is, no common origin of 
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man — then the whole scriptural statement of 
man's creation and redemption falls to the 
ground, and the word of God is reduced to 
a mere bundle of myths, interspersed, it may 
be, with some moral principles which may 
commend it to the notice of those who ad- 
mire them ; but as a record of man's origin, 
his fall, his redemption and future hopes, 
the holy Scriptures became a string of im- 
probable fictions. 

Whether the word of God is right or 
wrong is not here debated ; even the pro- 
bability or the contrary of the speculations of 
modern philosophy is not here examined; 
the chief object of these pages is to prove 
that the Bible and modern theories cannot 
both be true : that they are perfectly anta- 
gonistic; as much so as light and darkness, 
truth and error, Christ and Belial. Conse- 
quently, that it is not less dangerous — per- 
haps it is more so — to indulge in these vain 
speculations, to admit such plausible literature 
into our houses, and among our families and 
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friends, than it would be to allow the intro- 
duction of the broadest and most defiant 
blasphemy. 

These plausible theories 'come in such a 
questionable shape' that they perplex, entrap, 
excite curiosity, and accustom the minds, 
especially of young people, to indulge in bold 
conjectures, heedless whether they are opposed 
to God's word or not ; and thus many, who 
would have been shocked and arrested by 
open infidelity, are caught in the meshes of 
this net of subtle reasonings, which, if followed 
out to the bitter end, assuredly land us in 
downright Atheism. It is not necessary to 
prove, nay, it is not charitable to assert, that 
they who propound such opinions are them- 
selves infidels or atheists. There is a GoD to 
whom alone they are accountable, and we will 
not judge them ; but of their writings, their 
speculations, it is not only lawful, but our 
duty to speak in the strongest language of 
condemnation. The increase of free-thinking, 
the right of each man to suspect the truth of 
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God's holy word, and all the subordinate 
forms in which a specious infidelity discovers 
itself in our day, may in great measure be 
traced to writings of this class ; speculative 
natural philosophy — Science it can in no true 
sense be called, for it is not knowledge; at 
best it is a partial, most partial, investigation 
of a fraction of creation, and on this are built 
up the most improbable and rash speculations. 
To call such theories Science is altogether a 
misnomer ; and if they be hostile to revela- 
tion, as to a great extent they can be shown 
to be hostile to experience also, Christians 
should indignantly reject them — 'pass by 
and turn aside,' as they would from any 
physical or moral pestilence. Knowing the 
• weakness of their fallen nature, they should 
avoid spiritual and mental as they would 
physical infection. Satisfied with the taste 
of one glass of speculative materialism, they 
do not think it wise nor needful to drink up 
the whole cask of semi-infidelity. 

In a word, ' Knowing in whom they have 
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believed;' 'having tasted that the Lord is 
gracious;* having found the great truths 
now called in question to have been their 
staff and stay through life ; they will not be 
tempted to discard them, or to launch on the 
ocean of speculation. Or, to return to the 
leading illustration of this essay, they know 
by sad experience that they have borne the 
image and family likeness of the first Adam ; 
they hope, believe, and are sure, that some- 
thing of the image and similitude of the 
Second Adam has been imparted to them ; 
'and believing that He who has begun a 
good work in them will finish it,' they look 
forward to that happy moment when the 
'Family likeness' of God Himself shall 
be again and for ever impressed upon them. 
'As for me, I will behold thy face in right- 
eousness ; I shall be satisfied when I awake 
with 

'THY LIKENESS!' 
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